
September 13, 1971 

Dr. Luben H. Helniek 
1419 I?. hgley Avenue 
Fit toburgh, Pezuleylvmi8 15206 

Dear Dr. Nslnick, 

‘Ihunk you for your letter of August 30th and for the very 
interesting enclosure8. Saey include mme references that weld 
have been difficult for me to track down and which f an grateful 
to have. Besides the citations therein, is there to your knowledge 
an injunction in Isaiah againrrt the abuse of the land? 

back to your m&in point I arrrt plead guilty to huviug entertained 
a rather superficial acceptance of mm of Rofcasor Lynn White’s 
propositiona. I neither pretend nor aapire to theological expertise 
but, in agreement with White, it does r)eem to me that monotheim 
liberate8 sum from amimiatic worship of the earth and of other 
“uotural” pheaomma. It then gives him a nmrrl license to develop 
sod practice tMutology; and other orpectr of the nroral luu give mm 
a unique place in nature. If the matter stopped here I would continue 
to adhere to White’s argument. Xowcver, religion lo very lrrrch more 
than the profesrion of furdataentsl axioms, Everything hangr on how 
these em interpreted and the development of the law of daily behavior. 
Here, of course, we find the most extraordinery discrepancies. And, of 
course, it ir just here that the 3udaic tradition cows through with 
the most extraordinary vigor and iatcgrttyr 

Iha ecological religion aust be viewed m dl kind of pagan revival. 
If it succeeds I foresee adjulatory lip-em-vice to the gods of the earth 
coupled with the lpost self-serving and systematic evasion of these 
principlea ia practice. 

May I commend to you a very interesting volume *?&ir Little F1enet8’ 
edited by Canon Michael tfamflton .and put out in paperback recently by 
Scribners, A chapter by Boaifazy WUB particularly farciuatiug as an 
exploration in Christim theology. Msy 1 also encourage you to take up 
there queotions with my brother Dove Lederbexg who has dt particulm 
interest in thox from a vantage point of t Baasadic rrcholar. You can 
coamnicete with him at 64 Biishraar, tfavgul Street, Ramat Eehcol, 
Jerusalem. f visited him quite recently aad found him very much interested 
in queetionee itlong these lines. 

Sincerely yours, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Rofesror of Genetico 

J-u= 
Enclosure 


